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THE 

ADVANTAGES 

AND 

DISADVANTAGES 

Which  will  attend  the 

Prohibition  of  //;^  Merchan- 
dizes of  SPA  INy  impartially 
examtn^dj    &a 

O THING  is  of  more  Impor- 
tance to  a  Nation,  than  a  well 
regulated  Commerce.  A  foreign 
Trade  may  be  either  a  Fountain 
of  Wealth  and  Vigour,  or  a  Gulph  fwal- 
lowing  up  the  Riches  and  Strength  of  a  Peo- 
ple. It  therefore  behoves  a  Nation,  at  all 
Times,  to  have  a  watchful  Eye  over  every 
Branch  of  its  Commerce,  but  more  efpeci- 
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ally  fo,  when  it  is  adually  engaged  in  a  War 
with  any  of  its  neighbouring  Powers,  with 
whom  it  has  a  conliderable  Traffick,  A  ju- 
dicious Attention  to  Trade,  at  fuch  a  Con- 
juncture, niciy  Jtrengthen  a  Country,  and  ener- 
vate; its  Enemies.  The  Management  of  Com- 
m'erce,  at  fuch  a  Crifts,  may  either  be  a 
Means  of  protrading,  or  bringing  a  War  to 
a  more  fpeedy  and  happy  Conclufion. 

There  is,  at  this  prefent  Time,  a  Rup- 
ture between  the  Spanifi  Nation  an.d  that  of 
Great  Britam^  and  Hoftilities  have  adlually 
been  begun  on  both  Sides.  The  King  of 
Spain ^  from  his  hereditary  Rancour  and  Ha- 
tred to  the  E?2gUJJo  Nation,  has,  in  his  late 
Declaration  of  War,  laid  a  mod  effedlual 
Scheme  for  preventing  the  Importation  of 
Goods  ^  the  Growtb,  Ma?iiffaclurey  or  Mer^ 
cha?2dize  of  the  Subjefts  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain^  even  on  fieutral  Bottoms  5  and  has 
prohibited,  under  the  fevereft  Penalties,  the 
harbouring  or  felling  of  any  fuch  Goods  or 
Merchandizes  in  any  Part  of  his  Dominions. 

Just  before  the  Chnftmas  Holidays ^  tlie 
Houfc  of  &/;;/7;^//j  judicioufly  refolved,  that  a 
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Bill  fhould  be  brought  in  to  prohibit  the  . 
portation  of  Goods,  the  Growth,  ManufadfurCy 
or  Merchandize  of  the  Subjedls  of  the  King 
of  Spain,  It  feems,  by  the  bringing  in  the 
Bill  at  that  particular  Time,  as  if  the  Hoiife 
intended  to  give  the  trading  Part  of  the  Na- 
tion an  Opportunity  to  canvafs  the  Affair, 
and  publifh  their  Sentiments  of  it  againft  the 
meeting  of  the  Pailiament.  It  is  certainly  a 
Matter  of  great  Concern  to  the  Nation,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  thoroughly  ferutinized. 
It  cannot  therefore  be  impertinent  to  examine 
into  the  Nature  and  Confequences  of  fuch  a 
Bill ;  and  ftate,  in  as  clear  a  Light  as  poffible„ 
the  Advantages  and  Di  fad  vantages  which 
may  attend  it,  when  pafTed  into  a  Law. 

I  hope  the  Reader  will  regard  what  is  here 
advanced  impartially,  and  confider,  that  the 
Author  has  the  Welfare  and  Profperity  of  his 
Country  at  Heart.  He  ought  to  refledl^  that 
to  wijh  well  is  to  deferve  ivelh,  and  that  2igood 
Defign  badly  executed,  carries  fom^e  Merit 
in  it ;  claims  at  leaji  Pardon,  if  not  Applaufe, 
and  at  worfi  ought  to  be  efteemed  only  an 
excufable  Prefumption.  I  iliall  lay  no  more 
by  way  of  Apology  for  my  Attempt,  or  the 
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many  Faults  which  may  attend  the  Execu- 
tion of  it,  but  proceed  immediately  to  my 
Defign. 

In  order  to  judge  rightly  of  the  Affair 
which  is  under  our  Confideration,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  refledl  a  little  on  the  various 
Merchandizes  and  Cofnmodities  which  compofe 
the  Traffick  of  the  two  Nations,  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Spain^  in  Time  of  Peace  ^  from 
whence  we  may  draw  fome  Obfervations 
which  ought  to  influence  the  Conduft  of  a 
BritiJJ:  Parliament  at  this  Juncture  in  this 
Affair* 

The  Commodities  Spain  takes  from  us  are 
Bread-cloth^  Druggets,  Callimancoes^  Bays^ 
Says,  Perpets,  Stuff's,  Cotton,  Worfted  znd 
silk  Hoje,  &c.  Fijh,  Tin,  Lead,  Corn,  Coals, 
Negroes,  &;c. 

The  Merchandizes  we  receive  from 
them  are  Wine,  Oil,  Soap,  Fruit,  Iron,  Indigo^ 
Cochineal,  fome  Dy-Jiuffs  and  Drugs, 

By  the  >King  of  Spain's  Declaration  of 
War,  he  has  prohibited  all  the  Commodities 

above- 
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abovementioned  with  which  this  Nation  fur- 
nifhed  Spain,  which,  to  be  fure,  muft  have 
very  bad  EfFefts  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom, as  many  Labourers,  Artificers  and  Ma- 
nufacturers, will  be  thereby  deprived  of  their 
Employment  and  Means  of  fubfifting,  and 
great  Burdens  of  Poor  will  be  brought  up- 
on Parifhes.  As  the  Demand  for  the  feveral 
Commodities  and  Manufadlures  above  fpeci- 
fied  will  be  leffened,  the  Price  of  EngliJJj 
Wool!  muft  fink,  unlefs  fome  Scheme  can  be 
formed  to  keep  up  its  Value.  Thefe  are  un- 
avoidable Misfortunes  and  Diftrefl^es,  arifing 
from  the  Enmity  between  the  two  Nations,and 
are  the  natural  Produdls  of  War  and  Hoftility, 
which,  as  by  our  prudent  Conducft  we  could 
not  evade,  we  muft,  by  our  Policy,  endea- 
vour to  alleviate. 

But  as  our  Enemies  have  taken  this  Me- 
thod, in  order  to  weaken  and  diftrefs  us,  as 
w^ell  as  to  fhew  their  Animofity  towards  us, 
it  behoves  us,  in  point  of  good  Policy,  to 
make  Reprizah  upon  them,  and  prohibit  eve- 
ry Commodity  we  have  not  an  immediate 
Neceflity  of  for  the  carrying  on  our  Trade 
and    Manufadures  with  other  Nations.     I 
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ihall  therefore  make  fome  Obfervations  upon 
the  various  Goods^  Merchandizes^  and  Com- 
7nodities  we  have  from  them. 

To  begin  with  their  Wmes.  This  is  an 
Article  which  adminifters  only  to  Luxury, 
and  of  which  we  have  no  abfolute  Neceffity. 
But  if  fome  Perfons,  by  Habit  and  Cuftom, 
think  it  impoffible  to  fupport  themfelves  in 
Health  without  the  AlTiftance  of  the  Juice 
of  the  Grape,  Portugal^  Maderas,  the  Rbine^ 
Italy,  and  the  Levant  will  fupply  Wines  equal 
in  Goodnefs  to,  many  of  them  m.uch  better 
than  the  SpanijJd  Wines :  And  though  fome 
of  them  may  come  a  little  dearer,  it  will  be 
much  better  to  pay  fome  thing  extraordinary, 
than  to  carry  on  a  Traffick  fcandalous,  perni- 
cious, and  deftrudlive  to  our  Nation  ;  and 
which  will  be  a  Means  to  animate,  ftrengthen, 
and  render  our  Enemies  infolent.  Nothing 
furely  can  tend  more  to  infpire  them  with 
Contempt  of  us,  than  their  confidering,  that 
though  v/e  are  at  War  with  them,  and 
they  have  totally  prohibited  our  Merchandi- 
zes, yet  our  Luxury  is  fo  great  and  neceffi- 
tons,  our  Appetites  fo  irrational  and  craving, 
that  we  will  gratify  them,  though  thereby 

w^ 
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We  weaken  and  impoverifh  ourfelves  ; 
ftrengthen  and  invigorate  our  Enemies  -,  and 
farther,  render  ourfelves  the  Reproach  and 
Contempt  of  every  thinking  People  round 
about  us. 

I  AM  inclined  to  think,  we  do  not  import 
annually  much  lefs  than  10,000  Tuns  of  Spa- 
nijh  Wines,  befides  Brandies,  v/hich  amount  to 
theConfumers  to  near  1,000,000  /.  Sterling,  a 
prodigious  Sum  I  I  think,  it  behoves  o\xi'Ge?itIe- 
men  and  Tradef?72en,  who  have  Lands,  to  take 
into  Confideration,  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  beneficial  to  the  Nation,  and  advanta- 
geous to  themfelves,  to  brew  Pale-Malt-Li- 
quors^  and  keep  them  to  a  due  Age,  where- 
by they  would  be  fupplied  with  a  fine  v/hole- 
fome  Beverage^  the  Produfts  of  their  Lands 
would  be  more  eafily  confumed,  their  Value 
raifed,  and  the  above  annual  Expence  for 
Spanip  Luxury  be  faved  to  themfelves,  and  a 
very  great  Sam  to  the  Nation,  as  Affairs  now 
ftand  with  Spai?h 
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The  next  Thing  to  be  confidered,  which 
we  import  from  Spain^  is  OyL     The  chief 
Ufe  of  this  is  for  making  Soap,  and  working 
up  our  Woollen  Manufactures.      If  Spain 
was     the  only    Country  from    whence   we 
could    be  fupplied  with  0)'/,  there  might  be 
good  Reafon  for  excepting  this  Commodity  m 
the  Ad:  of  Prohibition.     But  as  we  can  have 
Oyl  enough  from  Portugal^  Leghorn^  and  GaU 
lipoli  to  carry  on  our  Woollen  Manufadlures, 
there  is  noNeceffityat  all  to  exempt  thisG?/^/- 
modity.     In  the  courfer  Manufadures  Rape- 
Oyl   anfwers    the  End  of  Olive-Oyl-,  and   is 
only  more  fetid  and  difagreeable  to  the  Smell, 
the  Inconvenience  of  which  is  foon  overcome 
by  Ufe  and  Time,     li  Rape-Oyl  were  univer- 
fally  ufed  in  the  courfer  Manufadures,  there 
would  arife  from  it  a  confiderable  Advantage 
to  the  Lands,  and  an  Annual   Saving  to  the 
Nation  of  an  immenfe  Suni.     If  the  Bill  for 
prohibiting  SpiUiiJh  Merchandizes  paiTes  into  a 
Law,it  would  certainly  be  very  proper  for  it,to 
fpecify  in  what  Sort  of  Goods,  and  thofe  on- 
ly, 0/ive-OyI  (lull  be  ukd. 
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In  the  City  oi London^  I  learn,  vaft  Q^n- 
titles  of  Oyl  are  ufed  In  making  Soap,  which 
is  confumed  in  wafhing  only ;  which  prevents 
the  Confumptlon  of  Tallou\  keeps  down  the 
Price  of  that  Commodity,  to  the  great  In- 
jury of  th,e  Farmer y  Grazier^  and  the  Landed-- 
Interejl. 

Further,  it  may  be  objedled,  that  by 
the  Prohibition  of  Spanijh  Oyly  Soap  would 
be  wanting  to  carry  on  our  Woollen  Manu- 
facTtures.  I  muft  fay,  in  Anfwer  to  this,  I 
cannot  fee  any  Foundation  for  fuch  a  Suppo- 
fition ;  the  contrary  will  appear  evident  from 
the  following  Remarks  which  I  iJiaU  make 
on  the  Article  of  Soap. 

We  are  at  prefent  fupplied  with  large 
Quantities  of  French  Soap  from  Leghorn^  be- 
fides  Italian  ^  as  alfo  an  extraordinary  fine 
Soap  from  Joppa  \  which  is  as  proper  for 
all  Branches  of  our  Manufactures,  as  any 
imported  from  Alicanty  commonly  known 
by  the  Name  of  Cajlile  Soap,  In  my  Opi- 
nion it  is  worth  the  Attention  of  the  BritiJJj 
Senate  at  this  Junfture,  to  confider  whether. 
B  2  EncoU" 
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Encouragement  ought  not  to  be  given  to  the 
Importation  of  Jof -pa  Soap^  that  we  may  be 
fupplied  with  it  both  for  Home-Confump- 
tion,  Exportation  to  Jamaica^  &c.  where 
TalloW'Soap  cannot  be  ufed.  As  the  Levant 
takes  our  Manufadlures  in  Return  for  thofe 
Commodities,  it  is  certainly  for  our  Inte- 
reft  to  encourage  the  Importation  of  this 
Commodity  from  thofe  Parts,  and  difcourage 
the  bringing  it  from  Italy,  where  it  is  paid 
for  partly  in  Money,  and  is  chiefly  import- 
ed from  France  for  it,  and  afterwards  re- 
exported to  us. 

The  next  Article  to  be  confidered  is  Spa^ 
niJJd  Fruit,  under  which  Word  I  comprehend 

Raijins,    Figs,    Oranges,    Lemons,     Almonds^ 
Nuts,  Cocoa,  Piemcfito^  Capers,  and  Olives. 

These  are  all  Articles  which  contribute 
only  to  Luxury,  and  which  we  have  no  ab- 
folute  Neceffity  for.  But  if  we  are  grown 
fo  voluptuous,  that  we  muft  have  them, 
there  is  no  Need  of  going  to  Spain  for  them. 
What  Raifms  we  want,  we  may  have  from 
Bmyrna^  only  they  come,  thrpugh  the  heavy 
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Duty  laid  on  them,  fomething  dearer.  As  I 
remember^it  was  moved  in  the  laft  Seflions  of 
Parliament,  for  lowering  the  Duties,  and  en- 
couraging the  Importation  of  Smyrna  Raifins ; 
what  Succefs  it  met  with  does  not  occur  to 
me  at  prefent.  However,  I  think  the  Im- 
portation of  this  Commodity  ought  to  be 
encouraged  alfo,  for  the  Reafons  I  gave  a- 
bove  in  the  Confideration  of  the  Article  of 
Oyl  with  Regard  to  Joppa  Soap. 

As  to  Figs,  we  may  have  enough  of  them 
from  Algarve^  St.  Faro,  Figuera^  and  Bar^ 
bary  :  From  UJban,  Oporto,  Genoa,  and  Ita- 
ly we  may  be  fupplied  with  Oranges  and 
Lemons :  Barbary  will  yield  us  Almonds ;  y^- 
maica.  Cocoa  and  Piemento  -,  Leghorn,  Capers ; 
Lucca,  Olives  ^  and  Holland,  other  Spices ;  ib 
that  we  may  fate  our  Luxury  without  traf- 
ficking with  our  Enemies,  and  giving  them  our 
Gold  for  Trifles,  by  which  Means  they  would 
be  in  a  Capacity  of  returning  it  to  us  again 
converted  into  Lead,  the  Inftruments  of  our 
Peftrudion. 


The 


(  14  ) 

The  whole  of  this  fingle  Article  of  Fruit 
amounts  to  a  prodigious  Sum  !  And  the 
Want  of  a  Market  for  thefe  Commodities 
muf^  diftrefs  the  Spaniards  very  fenfibly. 

The  next  Thing  to  be  conlidered  is 
Spanijh  Iro72.  Of  this  I  think  we  have  no 
very  great  Quantity,  and  can  be  at  no  great 
Lofs  for  it  3  fmce  we  can  have  a  fufFicient 
Supply  from  Norway  and  Swede?!,  I  can't 
help  refledling  here,  on  the  Advantages 
which  would  accrue  from  our  encouraging 
the  making  Ptg-Iron  in  our  Colonies  ;  and 
the  vaft  Ballance  which  might  yearly  be 
faved  to  the  Nation,  which  is  now  paid  to 
the  Swedes, 

The  next  Article  which  offers  for  our 
Confideration  is  that  of  hidigo^  Cochineal^ 
and  fome  other  Dying-Stuffs,  We  have 
great  Quantities  of  thefe  from  our  Colo- 
nies^ the  Eaft'Indies  and  France,  But  doubt- 
lefs,upon  the  Prohibition  of  thefe  from  Spain ^ 
the  Price  of  them  would  be  confiderably 
raifed,  whereby  our  Woollen  Manufadlures 
"vypuld  be  injured.     It  ihould  be  a  Maxim 
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to  keep  the  Price  of  all  Dying-Goods  as  lovv 
as  poffible,  and  the  reafon  is  fo  plain,  that 
this  Affair  wants  no  lUuft ration.  Therefore 
I  would  humbly  recommend  it,  that  all  jDy- 
Jtuffs  be  excepted  in  the  Bill  of  Prohibi- 
tion. 

The  only  Article  of  Commerce  which 
remains  to  be  confidered  is  that  of  Spanish 
WooLL.     This   is  a  Commodity  which  is 
the  Growth  of  Spain  only,    and  is  to  be  had 
from  no  other  Country.     Without  excepting 
this  in   the  Prohibition  Bill  depending  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,    it  will  be  impoffible  to 
ferve  the  Markets  abroad  with  Spa?iijh  Cloth 
after  eighteen  Months,   or  two  Years  at  far- 
theft.    As  this  Commodity  employs  a  pretty 
large  Body  of  Manufacturers  in  the  IVeJi  of 
England^    and  as  Spdnifb  Cloth  is  a  Manufac- 
ture worn  and  coveted  by  all  Degrees  of  Peo- 
ple who  are  able  to  purchafe  it,    this  Article 
of  Spanijh  Wooll  appears  worthy  of  a  critical 
Examination.    We  therefore  will,   as  briefly 
as  poffible,  confider  the  Advantages  and  Dif- 
advantages  which  will  follow  the  Prohibition 
of  this  Commodity,  and  trace  all  the  Cir- 

cumftances 


(   ^6) 

cumftcinces  and  Confequences  of  fuch  a  Pro- 
hibition in  the  minuteft  and  moft  accurate 
Manner  poffible. 

According  to  the  bell:  Accounts  I  can 
procure,  we  import  in  the  feveral  Ports  of 
this  Kingdom  about  fix  thoufand  Packs  of 
Spanifid  Wooll  in  a  Year,  each  Pack  contain- 
ing, one  with  another,  about  200  Pounds  of 
Wooll,  which,  deducting  Freightage  and 
Commiffion,  may  amount  to  about  the  Va- 
lue of  120000  Z/.  in  Time  of  War,  when 
we  are  obliged  to  have  it  from  our  Neigh- 
bours the  French  or  Dutch  :  This  Sum  we 
muft  pay  annually  to  the  Spaniards  for  their 
Wooll.  This  is  a  very  great  Treafure  to 
throw  into  the  Cofiers  of  our  Enemies,  which 
ought  not  to  be  done  without  the  matured 
Confideration,  and  Appearance  of  the  ftrong- 
eft  NecefTity.  For  my  own  Part,  I  ima- 
gine I  Ihall  be  capable  to  prove,  by  undenia-* 
ble  Arguments,  that  it  will  be  of  great  Ad* 
vantage  to  the  Nation  to  prohibit  the  Impor- 
tation of  this  raw  Commodity,  fo  long  as 
our  Merchandizes  continue  under  a  Prohibi- 
tion in   Spain,    and  we  cannot  have  Spanify 
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Wool!  in  return  for  our  own  Growib  and 
Manufadures.  Nay,  io  long  as  we  are  at. 
War  with  Spi7h2,  we  ought  to  prohibit  that 
Commodity,  tho'  the  Spaniards  themfelves 
would  take  our  Manufa(flures  in  return  for 
It  •  for  we  fhould  thereby  diftrefs  the  Spa- 
niards, who  cannot  find  a  Market  in  the 
World  for  the  Wool!  this  Nation  takes  from 
them. 

It  is  manifeft  to  the  meanefl:  Capacity^^ 
that  when  we  exchange  Commodities  which 
are  of  our  own  Growth,  Manufadure,  or 
Labour,  for  raw  Materials  to  be  manufac-. 
tured,  that  fuch  a  Trade  muft  be  beneficial, 
and  fuch  a  Commodity  may  be  regarded  as. 
our  own  Product^  it  being  purchafed  with- 
out Money,  and  given  in  Exchange  for  our 
own  Growth  and  Labour.  When  we  had 
an  open  Trade  with  Spain,  this  was  the  Cafe. 
with  regard  to  Spanifi  WgoIL  If  we  took, 
off  their  Wooll,  they  took  off  our  Wool! 
manufadlured  in  return  for  it  -,  fo  that  here 
we  had  the  Advantage  of  them,  as  our  Wooll 
was  raifed  to  four  Times  its  Value  by  Labour ^ 
from  whence  greater  Numbers  of  our  Peo- 
C  pie. 
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pie  were  employed  than  could  poffibly  be  in 
the  Produdion  of  their  Wooll^which  is  a  raw 
Material.  We  had  farther  another  Advantage 
by  this,  which  was,  that  with  this  raw  Ma- 
terial we  formed  a  new  Manufadliire,  which 
found  a  Market  abroad,  and  which  gave 
Employment  to  Hands,  which  muft  have 
been  otherwife  idle,  or  have  reduced  the 
Earnings  of  Labourers  in  other  Manufac- 
tures. 

While  therefore  we  had  an  open  Trade 
with  Spain,  the  Importation  of  Spanijh 
Wooll  was  a  Benefit  to  us,  and  gave  Employ- 
ment to  a  vail:  Number  of  Hands,  which 
were  engaged  in  a  Manufadlure  to  be  given 
in  return  for  it.  But  now  the  Spaniards  have 
prohibited  our  Merchandizes,  Goods  and  Ma- 
iiufa6lures,^.every  Vdiok  oi  Spa?iijh  Wooll  v7q 
import,  and  is  confumed  at  Home,  is  juft  fo 
much  Lofs  to  the  Nation  as  it  cofi:  -,  and  fp 
far  as  it  is  a  Lofs  to  us,  it  becomes  juft  fo 
flir  doubly  a  Support  to  them.  The  Impor- 
tation of  Spanijh  Wooll  therefore  muft  be  a 
melancholy  Confideration  to  every  true  Bri- 
ton^   who  has  a  Regard  for  the  Welfare  of 

his 
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his  Country,  who  defires  to  humble  the 
Pride  of  Spain^  revenge  the  Barbarities,  Cru- 
elties and  Infults  offered  to  our  Country- 
men, the  Depredations  committed  upon  our 
Merchants,  and  the  trifling  Chicaners  ufed, 
and  Affronts  given  to  the  facred  Majefty  of 
our  Prince. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  objedled  by  fome^ 
that  if  v^e  prohibit  the  Importation  of  Spa- 
nijh  Woolly  after  Twelve  Months  we  fhall  not 
be  able  to  furnifh  the  Markets  abroad  with 
Spanijh  Cloth ;  fo  that  they  will  be  obliged  to 
have  Recourfe  to  the  Fre?2ch  and  the  Dutch 
for  this  Commodity,  who  will  therebv  be 
introduced  into  this  Trade  which  we  now 
have,  and  which  we  IhuU  have  a  very  diffi- 
cult Matter  ever  to  recover  again,  And  fur- 
thermore, that  we  fhall  loofe  annually  a  Sum 
equal  to  the  Amount  of  the  Labour  of  the 
whole  Export  of  Spanijh  Cloth.  To  this 
may  be  alfo  added,  that  vaft  Burdens  of  Poor 
will  be  thrown  upon  the  Pariflies  where  this 
Manufacture  of  fine  SpaniJIo  Cloth  is  carried 
QU;  and  many  Manu£idturers,  and  their 
C  2  Families, 
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t'amilics,    will  be  left  in  a  ftarving  Condi- 
tion, 

These  Suggeflions  appear,  at  firll  Sight, 
\vith  a  very  melancholy  Afpedl  -,  and  if  they 
Vv^ere  founded  on  Truth  and  Reafon,  would 
be  of  fufficient  Weight  to  byafs  us  againft  a 
.  Prohibition  of  this  Commodity  :  But  when 
they  come  to  be  examined  in  a  critical  Man- 
ner, all  thefe  feeming  Bugbears  and  Mou" 
Jlers  will  vani(h,  and  Profped:s  of  Profit  and 
Advantage  arife  in  their  Room. 

As  to  the  frft  of  thefe.  According  to  the 
Information  I  have  received  from  Clothiers,, 
whom  I  lately  difcourfed  with  about  their 
Manufa6lure,  I  find  that  there  are  about 
18000  Spanlp  Cloths  made  yearly,  from 
Twelve  Shillings  and  Sixpence  to  Sixteen 
Shillin2:s  a  Yard.  Of  thefe  18000  Cloths, 
there  are  about  a  thou  find  per  Annum  export- 
ed, which,  at  18  L.  per  Cloth,  amounts  to 
18000  Z.  a  mere  Trifle,  which,  with 
Regard  to  our  Exports  in  general,  is  fcarce 
worth  mentioning.  Half  of  this  18000  L, 
■is  paid  to  the  Spaniards  for  their  Wooll  ;   fo 

that 
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that  the  Gain  to  the  Nation  by  the  Exporta^ 
tion  of  Spaiiijh  Cloth  is  but  about  9000  L, 
per  Anniim^  a  Trifle  not  worth  Obfervation, 
when  compared  with  the  Lofs  we  fliall  fu- 
ftain  by  the  Importation  of  Spattifi  V/oolL  As 
I  have  {hewn  above,  if  we  import  SpaniJJj 
Wooll  by  way  of  France  or  Holland^  that 
Commodity  will  coft  us  near  120000  L,  2l 
Year,  out  of  v^hich  we  fhall  export  again 
about  18000  L.  fo  that  here  will  be  annu- 
ally loft,  by  this  Trade  in  Spa?iijh  Woolly 
102000  //.  But  this  is  not  the  only  Misfor- 
tune which  will  attend  the  Importation  of 
Spanijh  Wooll -y  for  it  will  alfo  reduce  the  Price 
of  our  own  Wooll,  and  ftrengthen  the  Hands 
of  our  Enemies. 

If  we  confider  the  whole  Manufacture  of 
Spanijh  Woolly  it  is  but  a  Trifle  when  com- 
pared with  the  Manufafture  of  Englijh 
Wooll  A  Year's  Make  of  Spanijh  Cloth 
amounts  to  but  about  18,000,  which  will 
make  90,000  Suits  ^  and  there  is  not  paid 
for  Labour,  in  the  whole  Manufa(5ture»  above 
162,000  Lper  Anmm,  a  Sum  fo  fmall,  that 
I  believe  there  are  fome  fingle  Towns,  which 

pay 
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pay  twice  as  much  for  manufaduring  Englifb 
Wooll.  This  162,000/.  will  maintain  but 
27,000  Souls,  at  6  /.  per  Head  per  Anmnn^ 
whereas  the  Value  of  the  Labour  of  the 
People  in  the  ManufacSture  of  Englijlo  Wooll 
is  above  1 2  Millions  and  a  half.  Upon  the 
Whole,  I  conclude  that  the  Gain  on  our  Ex- 
port of  Spanifn  Cloth  is  a  Trifle  which  ought 
not  to-  be  put  in  the  Ballance  againft  the  great 
Advantage  of  keeping  near  120,000  /.  per 
Annum  at  home  by  our  Prohibition  oiSpaniJh 
WoolL 

I  THINK  there  is  no  Likelihood,  or  Pro- 
bability of  our  being  beaten  out  of  our  Trade 
for  Spanijh  Cloths,  which  we  now  enjoy,  by 
the  Dutch  and  French  ferving  thofe  Coun- 
tries during  the  Prohibition  of  Spanifi  Wooll, 
for  it  is  the  Goodnefs  of  our  Cloth,  and  the 
Nature  of  our  Trade  v/ith  thofe  Countries 
which  occafions  us  to  have  a  Demand  for  it : 
So  that  as  foon  as  our  Trade  is  open  wfth 
Spain,  we  fliall  again  have  a  Demand  for 
thofe  Cloths.  The  French  ferve  fome  of 
tlie  fame  Countries  as  we  do  ;  but  then  they 
do  it  with  an  inferior    Commodity,  not  of 

fo 
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lb  fubllantial  and  neat  a  Fabric  as  ours,  and 
at  -a  much  lower  Price.  Some  Countries 
they  are  not  admitted  to  ferve,  becaufe  they 
do  not  take  off  fuch  Produce  of  thofe  Coun- 
tries as  we.  And  while  the  Prohibition  of 
Spanijh  Wooll  continues,  we  fliall  fupply  the 
Markets  with  a  Manufadure  made  of  the 
fineft  Locks  of  our  Englijh  Woolly  which 
very  near  equals  Goods  made  of  SpaniJJj  Woolly 
and  which,  the  Clothiers  tell  me,  is  hardly  to 
be  diftinguiilied  from  Cloth  made  with  Spa-- 
nijh  Wooll 

Besides,  it  may  as  well  be  faid,  that 
we  fliall  never  regain  our  Markets  in  Spain 
for  Goods  made  of  Englijh  Woolly  becaufe 
the  French  and  Diitch^  during  the  War,  will 
fupply  them  with  Woollen  Manufactures, 
as  that  w^e  fhall  not  regain  our  Markets 
for  Spanijlo  Cloth  ^  if  the  fame  Nations 
ferve  them  during  the  War.  But  com- 
mon Experience,  our  Trade  v/ith  Spain  fince 
the  late  War,  and  the  Reftoration  of  the 
French  Trade  after  the  Plague  at  Marfeilles^ 
convince  us  that  this  Objedion  is  as  light  a^ 
Vanity  itfelf. 

Some 
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Some  may   perhaps  objedt,  as   we   have 
no  Spanifi  Cloth  for  our  own  Wear,  this  will 
tempi   Gentlemen    to   have    Suits   made  in 
France  and    Holland^    and    the  French  and 
Dutch  to  run  in  Spanijh  Cloaths  upon  us.     As 
we  may  be  fupplied  with  a  Cloth  made  out 
of  our  own  Englijh  Wooll  fo   fine^  that  it  is 
hardly  to   be  diftinguiflied  from  Cloth  made 
out  of  Spanijh  Wooll  :  I  think  there  is  no 
great  Fear  of  this.     Befides,  a   Claufe   may 
be  inferted  in  the  Prohibition   Ad:,   to  pre- 
vent Travellers,  when    they  come  into  the 
Britijh  Dominions,  from  bringing  with  them 
any  more  than  two  or  three  Suits  of  Clothes  3 
and   to  oblige   them    to  make  Oath,    that 
fuch  Cloaths    were  deligned  only    for  their 
own    wearing   Apparel,    and  were    finiflied 
compleatly   by  the  Taylor  :    For  it   is  too 
common  a   Pradice  even   now,  to  import 
Suits  of  foreign    Cloth,    juft  ftitched  toge- 
ther, as  wearing  Apparel,  which  afterwards 
may  be   made  to    fit   any  Perfon  ^  this  is  a 
Pradice   more  pernicious  than  the  Importa- 
tion  of  Cloth  itfelf,    as  fuch  Cloth  comes 
fully    trimmed.       Likewife  fuch  a   Penalty 
might  be  laid  upon  the    Importer,    Seller, 

Buyer^ 
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Buyer  ahd    Wearer  of    foreign   Cloth,    as 
would  efFeftually  prevent  its  being  run   in 
iapon  us. 

Furthermore  t  have  obferved  for 
fome  Years  paft,  th.at  very  coarfe  Goods 
have  run  as  a  Fafliion,  and  have  been  adorn- 
ed vv^ith  the  richeft  Laces ;  I  fee  no  Rea- 
fon  therefore  to  fuppofe  that  now  Geiztlemen 
fliould  refufe  to  v/ear  the  Produce  of  their 
own  Eftates,  which  would  be  a  double  Ad- 
vantage to  them,  and  run  after  French  and 
Dutch  Spa?iijh  Clothes,  of  flimfy  Make,  and 
fpungy  Fabric,  purely  becauie  they  are  pro- 
hibited, and  fuch  Wear  will  injure  their 
Country,  There  is  at  prefent  among  all 
Degrees  of  People  fuch  Refentment,  Ani- 
mofity,  and  Averfion  to  the  French  and 
Spaniards^  that  there  is  Room  to  think. 
People  will  become  lefs  and  lefs  fond  of 
the  Fafliions,  Produce,  and  Manufadures 
of  the  Fre?2ch,  as  well  as  conceive  a  Dif- 
like  to  every  thing  of  the  Growth  of  Spain. 
But  if  we  fliould  have  any  Gentlemen  fo 
curious,  as  to  think  their  own  V/ooU  not 
good  enough  for  their  V/car,  we  may  mix 
D  the 
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the  Far  of  Beavers  with  our  own  fineft 
Wooll,  and  make  an  exceeding  fine  Cloth 
for  them.  This  would  be  an  Advantage 
to  us,  as  we  have  this  Commodity  partly 
from  Ne'iD  Tork  and  Jerf)\  where  the  In- 
habitants exchange  our  coarfe  Manufadlures 
for  the  Furs  they  receive  from  the  Canadeze 
Nations. 

The  next  Enquiry  Is,  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  27,000  Perfons  who  were  fupport- 
ed  by  the  fine  Spa?ufi  Manufad:ure  ?  In  An- 
fvver  to  which  I  reply,  the  Clothiers  will  na- 
turally fciU  into  the  Method  of  manufadur- 
ing  the  fineft  Locks  of  EjtgliJJo  Wooll.  This 
they  will  do  to  employ  their  own  Stocks, 
and  eafe  their  own  Efrates  ;  and  in  this 
Trade  there  Is  a  Probability  of  their  hav- 
ing greater  Profits  than  in  their  other  Trade  of 
manufaduring  SpaniJJ:  Wooll,  as  I  have  heard 
fome  of  them  fay.  The  Manufadlurcrs  of 
Spafiifi  Wooll  having  always  been  employed 
in  a  nice  Commodity,  they  will  be  capable 
to  make  a  iPiOre  elegant  Cloth  out  of  Eng- 
lijh  Wooll  than  thofe  who  have  always  ma- 
nufadured  En^lifJj  Wooll  only. 

If 
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If  any  one  fliould  aflc,  where  they  will 
have  fine  Locks  to  manufafturc,  I  would' 
anfwer  them,  that  as  the  Spajiifi  Manufac- 
ture confumes  but  about  5000  Packs  per 
Annimi  of  240  /.  a  Pack,  and  as  the  whole 
Growth  of  ILngland  amounts  to  about 
700,000  Packs,  it  muft  be  an  eafy 
Matter  to  pick  fine  Locks  enough  out  of 
this  vaft  Quantity,  to  employ  all  the  Hands 
which   now   manufadlure  Spanip:)  Wooll. 

Farther,  the  Necefiity  of  fine  Locks 
that  will  enfue,  and  the  Price  fine  Wool! 
will  bear,  will  encourage  our  Growers  and 
Farmers  to  cote  and  houfe  their  Sheep  in 
the  Winter,  whereby  the  Finenefs  of  the 
Wooll  will  be  improved,  and  raifed  perhaps 
to  equal  SpaniJIo,  And  if  a  SpaniJJ:  War 
fhould  lalt  long,  it  might  bring  our  Far- 
mers into  fuch  a  Method  of  producing  fine 
Wooll,  that  we  might  be  under  no  Ne=. 
ceflity  of  importing  Spanijh  Wooll  at  any 
Time  ;  the  happy  Confequence  of  which, 
would  be,  that  our  Lands  w^ould  be  there- 
by much  improved,  and  our  Farmers  cna~. 
bled  to  pay  their  Rents  better. 

D  2  But 
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BcT  fuppofmg,  that  after  the  Concluflor^ 
of  the  War,  Spanip  Wool!  Ihould  be  im- 
ported as  formerly,  certainly  the  Price  of 
fine  Englifj  would  be  raifed  during  the 
War,  and  Englip  Wool!  of  many  Kinds 
would  fell  the  higher  for  the  Prohibition 
of  Spajiijh  3  to  which  may  be  added,  that 
the  prefcnt  dead  Stock  of  Englijh  Wool! 
would  be  funk  in  one  Year  5000  Packs^ 
which  would  be  worn  by  thofe  very  Per- 
fons  who  now  wear  the  Growth  of  Spain  • 
or  at  leaft  we  fhould  have  5000  Packs  the 
!efs  in  dead  Stock. 

I  BELIEVE  no  one  would  be  fo  weak, 
as  to  fuggeft,  that  we  fhonld  want  Wooll  to 
fupply  our  other  Manufactures  3'  but  if  any 
rtiould,  it  would  be  eafy  to  anfwer  them^ 
that  we  might  have  a  fufficient  Supply  from 
Irelmid,  And  further,  if  fuch  a  Neceffity 
fliould  arife,  it  perhaps  would  be  the  greateft 
Bleffing  v/hich  could  befall  this  Nation.  Should 
our  own  Wocll  not  be  fufficient,  and  wq 
under  a  Neceffity  of  more  Irijh  Wooll  to 
carry  on  our  Manufadlures,  the  IriJh  would 
be  under  no  Temptation  to  run  the  Hazard 

of 
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of  owling  to  France^  Holland^  and  the  Ne^ 
tberlands  ^  which  clandeftine  and  unlawful 
Trade  has  hitherto  enabled  thofe  Countries 
to  make  various  Sorts  of  Woollen  Goods, 
which  otherwife  they  would  not  hav€  been 
able  to  manufadure,  and  by  which  they 
have  wormed  us  out  of  great  Part  of  our 
Trade  to  Spain,  Portugal^  Italy^  and  Tio'key, 

TThe  Misfortune  the  Britifi  Dominions 
lie  under  at  prefent,  is  the  having  too  much 
Wooll,  and  there  is  no  fear  at  all  of  having  too 
little.  If  our  own  Growth  of  Wooll  increafe, 
and  we  cannot  find  Markets  tD  vend  our 
Manufaftures  in,  this  will  be  a  Misfortune 
inftead  of  a  Blefling,  and  will  tempt  our 
Farmers  to  run  this  precious  Commodity 
into  thofe  Countries  where  they  cannot  car- 
ry on  their  Manufactures  without  it,  from 
whence  I  would  be  bold  to  fay,  that  Dutch 
Policy  would  be  the  greateft  Advantage  to 
us,  I  mean  to  burn  the  Overplus  of  Wooll, 
which  is  not  wanted  in  our  Manufadures, 
as  they  do  their  Spices  in  Stmatra^  &c. 

We 
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We  might  as  rationally  attempt  to  make 
the  richeft  Da?na/ks,  Velvets^  Alainodes^  and 
Lutjirings,  &c.  with  Tiirkifi  Silk,  as  the 
Frenchy  Dutch^  and  Flemings^  make  feveral 
Fabricks  of  our  Woollen  Goods,  without 
Wool!  of  Irip  or  Britijh  Growth.  And 
to  be  fure,  the  King  of  Sardinia  would 
not  fuiFer  the  Exportation  of  Piedmonteze 
Silk  unwrought,  but  that  he  knows,  in  Cafe 
of  his  Refufal,  we  can  have  a  fupply  from  o- 
ther  Parts. 

Hitherto  we  have  confidered  princi- 
pally the  Advantages  and  Difadvantages  to 
our  own  Trade  and  Nation,  by  prohibit- 
ing all  Spanijh  Merchandizes,  &c.  it  may 
not  be  improper,  in  the  next  Place,  to  re- 
tieft  a  little  on  the  Confequences  of  fuch 
Prohibition  to  Spai?i  itfelf. 

It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  the  Englijh 
Nation  confumes  near  two  thirds  of  the  Pro- 
duce of  Spai?iy  which  is  exported.  There- 
fore the  greatcft  Part  of  their  Trade  for 
their  own  Produce  depends  upon  a  friendly 
intercourfe  between  the  two  Nations.     The 

French 
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French  are  too  fruitful,  the  Northern  Na- 
tions too  poor,  and  the  Dutch  too  frugal  to 
dabble  much  in  the  Luxury  Spaift  produces. 
'Tis  therefore  to  Great  Britain  they  are  be- 
holden for  the  Confumption  of  the  Pro- 
duce of  Old  Spain^  and  the  greateft  Part  of 
their  Trade. 

The  French  are  in  no  Want  of  their 
Wines^  Oyl,  Soap,  Indigo,  Fruit,  Dy-ftuffs, 
Gfr.  fo  far  are  they  from  it,  that  they  have 
enough  of  thefe  for  their  own  Confumption, 
and  an  Overplus  to  export  to  other  Nations. 
French  Counfels,  and  a  French  Fadlion,  muft 
therefore  be  for  ever  pernicious  to  the  true 
Intereft  of  Spain ^  and  as  injurious  to  them, 
as  the  Influence  of  fuch  Counfels  and  fuch  a 
Faction  was  detrimental  to  us  at  the  Peace 
of  Utrecht. 

For  the  Spaniards  therefore  to  negleft 
keeping  up  a  friendly  Correfpondence  with 
the  Englijh  Nation,  and  to  be  forward  to 
run  into  French  FaHiions,  a  French  Trade, 
and  French  Counfels,  muft  be  exceedingly 
more  pernicious  to  Spain  than  injurious  to 

Ejigland. 
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England,  The  Manners  and  Genius  of  the 
French  are  not  more  oppofite  to  thofe  of  the 
Spa?iiards,  than  a  French  Trade  is  to  the  true 
Intereft  of  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  For  I 
would  afk  any  one  what  the  French  would 
take  of  the  Spaniards  in  return  for  their  Ma- 
nufaftures  ?  For  my  Part,  I  know  of  no- 
thing of  any  Significancy,  except  their  Gold 
and  Silver,  During  the  laft  War,  France  in 
four  Years  Time  landed  ^t  Brejl^  as  Mr. 
Addi/bn  tells  us.  Six  Millions  Sterling  of  Spa^ 
nijh  Bullion,  which  it  drew  from  its  Trade 
with  Spain  in  the  Weji  Indies,  And  the  great 
End  Lewis  the  XIV.  aimed  at  in  fetting  a 
Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  on  the  Spa- 
nijJd  Throne,  was  to  draw  the  Riches  of  the 
Indies  into  his  own  Treafury. 

If  this  be  true,  it  is  very  eafy  to  conclude 
what  Poverty,  Mijer\\  Dijlrefs  and  Mar- 
muring^  a  Prohibition  of  Spanijh  Merchan- 
dizes will  caufe  in  tliat  Nation.  If  we  were 
to  lofe  two  Thirds  of  all  our  Trade,  or  a 
Market  for  two  Thirds  of  our  Produce  at 
once,  let  any  Man  refledt  what  Confufion, 
what  Conviillions  it  would  throw  this  Na- 
tion 
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tion  into.  What  Murmurings  and  Difcon- 
tents  ?  What  Tumults,  Riots  and  Fadions, 
would  arife  from  fuch  an  Incident  ?  And 
what  Curfes  would  be  daily  beftowed  on  an 
Adminiftration  which  fliould  involve  us  in  fuch 
Pifficulties  and  Diftrefles,  Thefe  Evils  will 
certainly  be  more  or  lefs  felt  in  Spain.  Let 
any  Man  refledl  what  a  Scene  of  Mifery  will 
arife  in  Spain  from  two  Years  Prohibition  of 
Spanijh  Merchandizes ;  and  I  dare  fay,  fuch 
a  Prohibition  will  appear  to  him  of  equal 
Weight  with  blocking  yp  the  Galleons^ 
and  cutting  off  Communication  with  New 
Spain, 

Let  us  not  therefore  hearken  to  the  fpe- 
cious  and  deceitful  Suggeftions  of  a  few  co- 
vetous and  interefted  Men,  who  may,  only 
from  a  View  to  their  own  private  Advantage, 
throw  feeming  Obftacles  in  our  Way,  and 
endeavour,  by  falfe  GlofTes,  to  deceive  us ; 
but  let  us  all  heartily  unite  in  purfuing  the 
moft  vigorous  and  fure  Methods  of  diftrefling 
our  common  Enemy,  advancing  the  publick 
Weal,and  confuming  our  own  Produce  inflead 
of  foreign  Luxury.     By  a  fleady  Adherence 
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to  thefe  Maxims,  our  Farmers  will  be  ena- 
bled to  pay  their  Re?its  better,  our  iGentle- 
i!nen  and  Traders  to  pay  greater  Taxes,  our 
Poor  to  fubfift  more  comfortably,  and  all  to 
bear  the  Burden  of  the  prefent  War  more 
chearfully.  That  the  War,  and  its  Effeds, 
may  foon  terminate  to  the  Glory  and  Advan- 
tage of  this  Nation,  is  the  hearty  and  fincere 
Wi(h  of  the 
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